CHAPTER VI

PARTHIAN PERSIANS
THE PARTHIAN KINGS, 247 B.C.-A.D. 226

Arsaces I  (perhaps

Tiridates I)                245-c. 211

Arsaces II                     c. 211-190

Priapatius                     c. 190-75

Phraates I, defeated

Antiochus Sidetes       c. 175-70
Mithridates I                 c. 170-38

Phraates II                   c. 138-27

Artabanus I                  c. 127-4

Mithridates   n,   the
Great^ captured Seleu-
cia . and extended em-
pire to the Euphrates c. 124-88

Several unknown names

Sanatruces I                      76-70

Phraates III                      70-57

Orodes I, defeated and
killed Crassus. Reach-
ed the Mediterranean 57-37

(Mithridates IH      57-4)
Phraates IV                      37-2

(Tiridates H    32-1 and 26)
Phraates V  (Phraata-
ces). Peace treaty be-
tween    Rome    and
Parthia in year of the
birth of Christ         2 B.C.-A.D. 5

Orodes II
Vonones I
Artabanus II

(Tiridates EH

(Cinnamus
(Vardanes I

Gotarzes

Vonones II

Vologaeses I

(Vardanes II

n

A.D.5-7

8-11
c. 10-40
36)
38)
40-45)

40-51
51

51-77
55)

Vologaeses H         77-9;  111-47

Pacorus                         78-c.105

(Artabanus HI     80-81)
Osroes. Trajan's cam-
paign against Iraq         106-29
(Mithridates    IV    and
h i s    son    Sanatruces,
115;     Parthamaspates,
116-17;       and    other
pretenders.)   *

Mithridates V               c. 129-47

Vologaeses HE                  147-91

Vologaeses  IV                191-209

(Vologaeses V      209-C.222)
Artabanus    IV,    favour-
able treaty with Rome   209-27

IN order to place correctly the new rulers of Iraq we must
retrace our steps a little. Parthia has already come to our
notice as a part of north-eastern Persia roughly corresponding
to the modern province of Khorasan. It became a satrapy
after Alexander's death, but with the diminishing control of
his successors, its satraps soon followed the example of their
colleagues in even more remote Bactria, and assumed the title
of king. They took Hecatompylos, one of the cities newly
founded by Alexander, as their capital and ruled for some
time merely on sufferance. But when an early Parthian king,
Tiridates, actually succeeded in defeating a Seleucid army,
and another Mithridates, after conquering Media, moved his
headquarters to the more celebrated city, Ecbatana, they felt
more safely established. It was Mithridates also who captured
Seleucia-on-the-Tigris, and extended the Parthian kingdom